Scenario 1:

You are seated in a friend’s living room
when their 2 year old walks in a wobbly
fashion toward an open fire.

Do you:
d) leap up and shout warning while
trying to stop them
e) leave them to find out for themselves
that fire burns
f) hope that they make the right choice
even though they are uniformed

God has told us — people on earth — that We are

walking willingly, like the uniformed, unwise child,
toward the fire. Not just a fire we would fall into
and pull away from, but the eternal pit of fire that
those who enter — never leave.

What is sin? Sin is when you disobey God’s

instructions and commandments by failing to do
what he has told you to do or doing what he has
said is wrong.

Lying, stealing, coveting, sleeping around,
swearing, getting drunk, hurting and hating others
are all sins.

If you have broken one
commandment, God says you have
broken them all. You are guilty and

you are going to have to be punished.
(pto)
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What is the debt we owe?

Sinning against a Holy, infinite and eternal God is no
small matter. Each time we do it we put ourselves
into more debt than we previously had. The debt is
going to be paid by you (and all people) upon the
moment of your death for all eternity. Crime or
breaking of laws eternal

equals punishment,

damnation.

This sounds harsh, but it’s true.

So back to our scenario... Let’s assume you went
for option a) — which brings us to

Scenario 2:

The mother of the two year old enters the room just
as you leap up and shout out words of warning to
her two year old, causing the child to stop and
reconsider its actions.

What would you expect her reaction to your efforts
might be?
Does she say:

d) “Thank you so much for warning my
child! I am so glad you saved him
from the fire.”

e) “Mind your own business! My child
can choose for himself whether he
lives, or burns to death.”

f) “How dare you use scare tactics to
save my child from burning to
death!”

How do you respond to being told that without the
salvation found in Christ, who took on the
punishment of hell for his people, you will suffer
God’s Just anger and punishment?

There is hope for sinners (like you) deserving hell.
That’s why the gospel is THE GOOD NEWS,
not just a nice story.

This message to you is firstly
a warning of impending danger,
and secondly

the good news of rescue.

Which path will you choose?
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